The Rockefeller Center is a catalyst for teaching, research and deliberation about public policy. Dedicated to providing an interdisciplinary perspective on policyrelated topics, the Center fosters a commitment to the ideals of public service and informed public debate exemplified by Nelson A. Rockefeller, former governor of New York State and vice president of the United States.
The Center endeavors to:
• Develop undergraduates' potential for leadership
• Support high-quality research on policy-related topics
• Encourage experiential learning in the policy realm
• Foster campus dialogue about policy issues
• Stimulate cross-disciplinary approaches to policy problems
• Promote understanding of policy issues in the community beyond Dartmouth
The Center pursues these objectives through a variety of programs, including administration of a Minor in Public Policy; an exchange program on political economy at Oxford University's Keble College; financial support for student internships; grants for faculty research and conferences; interdisciplinary faculty seminars; student leadership conferences; extracurricular student organizations; and lectures and group discussions with distinguished visiting scholars and policymakers.
The Nelson A. Rockefeller Center's twentieth anniversary marks the coming of age of a vibrant campus institution and the end of my tenure as director. The theme, "Civic Responsibility: Personal Action, Public Impact," with Supreme Court Justice Stephen Breyer as the keynote speaker, served as the basis for a year-long celebration. It also provided the impetus for a successful fundraising effort to expand opportunities for undergraduates. The support of faculty scholarship intensified with continued expansion of the Center's popular interdisciplinary workshops and increased financial support for an amazing array of projects. Having fulfilled my goals for the Center, it now seems a fitting time to return to full-time teaching and research.
Thinking back to my arrival in July 1995, I remember the sense of anticipation at the prospect of a new challenge. I knew Dartmouth, of course, as the wife of a member of the class of 1965 and the mother of a 1997, but I was on unfamiliar turf as a professor and administrator. Happily, I found a supportive environment open to new ideas, students eager to engage in serious discussion about public policy and civic engagement, colleagues with exciting research agendas in the social sciences, and New Hampshire's gift to political junkiesthe presidential primary.
I had three goals when I began:
• make Rocky an intellectually stimulating and socially inviting place for students
• use Center resources to foster outstanding social science and policy research
• increase the Center's public visibility Progress continued on all fronts, a fact that is abundantly clear from the prose and pictures that follow. The New Hampshire presidential primary stimulated a tremendous level of interest among students in electoral politics, and the number of scholarly presentations reached record numbers, with lunchtime seminars in the Class of 1930 room on most days. I am particularly pleased with the emergence of the Undergraduate Journal of Law as a viable, student-run publication and with the maturation of the Leadership Fellows program for seniors. Most important, however, is the completion of a threeyear endeavor to create program opportunities to spark student interest in public service.
prise that would provide timely reports to lawmakers in the state legislatures of Vermont and New Hampshire. Students will develop background information on educational, environmental, and health policy issues by summarizing academic findings and compiling data about problems and innovative programs in other states. Then, when the legislature is in session, they will respond to requests from lawmakers. Finally, their results will be compiled and made available on the Center's website and through the National Council on State Legislatures. I am excited that students will be involved directly in the policy making process, and through a related program, that other students will be able to participate in yearly workshops for civic skills training.
I look back on the past academic year with gratitude for the help of a wonderful professional staff, for the good advice of many faculty colleagues and alumni, for the enthusiastic commitment of the board members, and for the energy and intelligence of the Rocky students. It has been a privilege and a joy to work with them all.
It is with deep appreciation that we say farewell to Linda Fowler. The Center has benefited greatly from her intellect, scholarship, passion for teaching undergraduates, and considerable management and fundraising talents.
The vital, dynamic, and successful Center we know today is due in large measure to Linda's vision, leadership, and determination. She encouraged and supported research on and deliberation about pressing social science and policy issues, while providing practical leadership development and civic skills training for the next generation of Dartmouth alumni to invest in their communities and professions for the common good.
Linda expertly built a bridge across the academic and social divide for students, making Rockefeller a comfortable and open place to meet distinguished scholars and practitioners, engage in conversation and debate, share meals, and have fun. She created avenues for faculty from across disciplines to join colleagues with similar research interests to present and discuss their current work. Additionally, she enhanced the scholarly milieu by offering post-doctoral fellowships for departments and fellowships for junior faculty. She encouraged research and new initiatives for both students and faculty with annual grants, seed money, and administrative support.
To create this vibrant place called "Rocky," she inspired confidence in and involvement from the administration, alumni, and others. She worked tirelessly to develop programs and raised resources in excess of four million dollars to support them.
It's hard to imagine the Center without Linda at its helm, but we understand her decision to return to full time teaching and research endeavors. We thank her for the tremendous, positive impact she has had on the Center over the past nine years and for her inspirational leadership, keen wit, warm smile, and boundless energy.
Farewell from the Board of Visitors
Current research highlights the lack of civic engagement among young people, raising alarms about future citizenship and the replacement of retiring senior administrators in government, education, social service, and the traditional nonprofit sectors. Concern about low participation in politics among young people nation-wide and a particular need on campus to make the range of options for public service more accessible to students catalyzed representatives from the Rockefeller Center, Tucker Foundation, Tuck School, Dickey Center, Ethics Institute, Career Services, and the Dean of the Students Office to assess how Dartmouth could better help eager students translate their undergraduate experiences into real-world action in their communities and professions. What evolved was the campus-wide Public Impact Initiative.
The goal is to structure students' progression from consideration of ethical frameworks, to sophisticated research, to practical contributions in the policy world, culminating for some in specially designed post-graduate training for nonprofit management. Students will gain a context for policy development, the strategies to pursue new ideas, and an opportunity to prove themselves in the real world of policy and public serviceall within an infrastructure that facilitates civic innovation and discourse.
As the end of the Center's 20th Anniversary year approaches, it is tremendously gratifying to know that the hard work in planning and raising funds for the Public Impact Initiative is paying off.
Rockefeller is launching the first phase of its new programs-an undergraduate public policy research shop (see sidebar, page 10), civic skills training (see sidebar, page 9) and practitioners-in-residence (see sidebar, page 16). 
Student Campaigner's Debates
Dartmouth students joined in the fray, interning for campaigns and advocating vociferously for their preferred candidates. Together with the Young Democrats, the Center hosted a mock debate in which students represented the primary candidates, many of whom outperformed their "real" counterparts! During the spring term-once Senator Kerry became the presumed Democratic nominee-Rocky sponsored a series of debates between the College Republicans and the Young Democrats. The packed rooms testified to the political energy and enthusiasm of students across campus.
Convention Participation
No one expresses the enthusiasm of Dartmouth students more than Sarah Ayres '06 and Jacob Crumbine '07, both of whom were selected from very crowded fields to be delegates to the Democratic National Convention occurring this summer in Boston. "I view this as an amazing opportunity to build upon my academic and extracurricular background in government and campaigns," says Sarah, "and also to gain experience in a new arena of American politics." Jacob's passion is to inspire other young people to get involved: "At the National Convention I want to make sure that people see that young people do care about our country, that we are engaged in the political process, and that we vote." To support their passion and engagement in the political process, Rockefeller is providing travel grants for these two students, as well as several other interns and volunteers to both the Republican and Democratic National Conventions. A group of 20 students will attend the first 3-5 day training in September. They will participate in a series of workshops on such topics as get-out-the-vote, public speaking, running for office, election day organizing, building a media campaign, fundraising, and more.
Such skills-oriented training will enhance the palette of Rockefeller Center offerings for students. While providing a broad range of curricular and co-curricular opportunities to examine public policy, students will have access to the kinds of tangible, applied skills that citizens need to play a motivating role in public life.
The thirst for involvement has always been great at Dartmouth, and the students are already looking forward to the opportunity. As Erin Fifield '05 says, "The civic skills training program is attractive to me because it offers the one element that has been missing from other educational opportunitiesthe practical tools needed for grassroots activism to combine with my leadership skills and interest in policy to get results."
Student organization leaders participate in a facilitation training exercise led by the Education Department's top teacher trainer, Jay Davis '90.

Leadership Development
Rockefeller Center educates Dartmouth students for an increasingly pluralistic and interdependent global society. Through a rich array of programs and activities, students cultivate an understanding of the complexities that face leaders today. Training students to take active leadership roles at Dartmouth and think critically about leadership in a broader context prepares them for leadership roles in both their careers and communities.
Rockefeller Leadership Fellows
With full-blown ethics scandals in corporate sectors, a society threatened by violence at home and abroad, and an economy struggling to regain momentum, the subject of leadership is on everyone's mind. Graduates in the coming years will face a more uncertain future than anyone could have expected just a short time ago. The Rockefeller Leadership Fellowship program is the centerpiece of the Center's co-curricular programs.
Sixteen undergraduates were selected as Fellows for the year. Designed to build a foundation of skills and perspectives that will help them rise to the challenges ahead, the program provided a series of theoretical, applied, and experiential components. A new curriculum and innovative programming reflects the vision, energy, and outreach of Assistant Director Jeremy Eggleton to faculty and other leadership programs across the country. That dedication and enthusiasm, coupled with the strength and diversity of the student participants, was key to the program's success.
Sessions included case studies,leadership ethics, a resource/liability assessment, a discussion about leadership across social boundaries, and several workshopspublic speaking, negotiation, facilitation, and conflict resolution. Some of these gatherings took place on campus, while others took Fellows off campus. Two notable examples of the latter included a weekend retreat at the Minary Conference Center on Squam Lake and a one-day "ropes" course in Lyme. For students, this program will provide an unparalleled opportunity to see government in action and contribute important information to lawmakers as they consider an issue on the legislative docket. In a collegiate environment, where the learning can often seem to be solely for the benefit of the student, such an opportunity is priceless. One of the first students to be hired as a research intern, Kailin Kroetz '05 , says, "I'm thrilled at the prospect of connecting what I am doing in the classroom to the real world. My growing expertise and research skills will provide me with the opportunity to respond to lawmakers' inquiries and have an impact on the decisions they make."
CURRICULUM, RESEARCH, AND CAREERS
Curricular Program
Through the Center's curriculum, internships, research opportunities and thematically-based lecture programs, students broaden their understanding of policy issues, apply classroom theory in the "real world," and explore potential careers. 
Minor in Public Policy
PUBLIC AFFAIRS & PUBLIC POLICY INTERNSHIP GRANTS
Internships give students wide exposure to policy issues, enabling them to apply classroom theories in the real world. Through such exploration, they gain a clearer view of contemporary problems, their own career goals, and their potential for serving the public good. Forty-three students were awarded enabling grants for leave-term internships, including:
Rachel The discussion groups also encouraged students to take on leadership roles. After extensive orientation and training, 15 students took on the responsibility of running the organizations. This included planning and organizing meetings, facilitating discussions on issue of the day, organizing special events in collaboration with other student groups on campus, collecting and analyzing data on group membership, and developing outreach strategies to affect greater numbers of students in public affairs and policy issues.
One avenue to achieve the latter goal is through the McSpadden Public Issues Forum fund. MPIF provided financial support to a number of other student organizations to bring 12 public affairs programs to campus. The connections created between guests, faculty and students lead to fruitful advances in research for professors and job and internship opportunities for students. 
U.S. Supreme Court Justice Stephen Breyer with President and Susan Wright Former Vermont Governor and Rockefeller Practitioner in Residence Howard
Class of 1930 Fellows
The Center was honored to bring U. The program was established by members of the Nossiter family in memory of their father, a prominent journalist.
JON SCOTT
The creation and dissemination of knowledge is an important part of the Rockefeller Center mission. By supporting a diverse research agenda and engaging faculty in collaborative work, the Center fosters greater understanding of the complexity of contemporary policy problems. 
FACULTY RESEARCH GRANTS
ROCKEFELLER FACULTY SCHOLARS
